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Dear Sir/Madam 

The Applicant, who received the International Search Report relating to the above identified 
International Application transmitted on 27.01.2006 hereby files amendment under Article 19(l) as 
in the attached sheets. 

We hereby would like to amend the cl aims 1, 2. The claims 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 are retained unchanged. 

The Applicant also files as attached herewith a brief statement explaining the amendment and 
indicating any impact the amendment might have on the description or the drawings. 

Very truly yours, 
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CLAIMS 

1. (Amended) A punch device comprising: 
a punch including a punch station formed with a slit into 
which a sheet to be punched is to be inserted and a guide hole 
for guiding a punching blade in a direction intersecting with 
the slit, the punching blade to be guided by the guide hole, 
an operating section for operating the punching blade, and a 
housing which accommodates the punch station and the punching 
blade and which is formed with an opening in which the operating 
section is disposed; and a punch auxiliary tool having a pair 
of arms rising from both sides of the station and a pressing 
operating member which is pivotally supported by the arms, 
characterized in that 

an inserting/detaching opening, which is capable of 
inserting and detaching the punch in such a state that a side 
where the slit is formed is directed to a side where the pressing 
operating section is pivotally supported, is formed on the side 
where the pressing operating section is pivotally supported, 
a lower surface of the pressing operating member of the punch 
auxiliary tool is provided with a pressing section which presses 
the operating section inserted from the inserting/detaching 
opening „ 

2. (Amended) The punch device according to claim 1, 
characterized in that in a state where the operating section 



of the punching blade is disposed in the opening of the housing, 
the punch station and the punching blade are accommodated in 
the housing such that the operating section is substantially 
flush with an upper surface of the housing. 

3 . The punch device according to claim 1 or 2 , characterized 
in that the punch has a guide wall suspending from a periphery 
of the opening of the housing for guiding the operating section 
of the punching blade. 

4. The punch device according to any one of claims 1 to 

3, characterized in that the station of the punch auxiliary tool 
is provided with a holding portion for holding the punch disposed 
below the pressing section of the pressing operating member. 

5. The punch device according to any one of claims 1 to 

4, characterized by further comprising a positioning tool 
including a mounting stage on which the sheet to be punched is 
placed, and sheet holding means for holding the sheet to be punched 
placed on the mounting stage, wherein 

a to -be -retained portion provided on the punch or punch 
auxiliary tool is engaged with a retaining portion provided on 
the positioning tool, and a punching position in the sheet to 
be punched is set . 

6. The punch device according to claim 5, characterized 
in that a ruler member is mounted on a mounting stage of the 
positioning tool, the ruler member Includes a ruler portion 
against which an end edge of the sheet to be punched can abut, 



the ruler member can turn toward its back surface from a position 
where a surface of the mounting stage is substantially flush, 
the end edge of the mounting stage which is exposed when the 
ruler member is turned toward the back surface of the mounting 
stage is provided with the retaining portion. 

7 . The punch device according to claim 5 or 6 , characterized 
in that the retaining portion comprises a plurality of the 
retaining portions arranged along the end edge of the mounting 
stage at equal distances from one another. 

8 . The punch device according to claim 7 , characterized 
in that a retaining position of the to-be-retained portion which 
is engaged with the retaining portion can be changed selectively . 



Description based on Article 19(1) of PCT 

This time, we have amended claim 1 and claim 2 of scope of claims, based on 
article 19(1) of PCT. 

In the amendment of claim 1 , the text "an inserting/detaching opening for 
inserting and detaching the punch is formed on a side where the pressing operating 
section is pivotally supported, - - -from the inserting/detaching opening" has been 
amended to "an inserting/detaching opening , which is capable of inserting and 
detaching the punch in such a state that a side where the slit is formed is directed to a 
side where the pressing operating section is pivotally supported, is formed on the side 
where the pressing operating section is pivotally supported, • • -from the 
inserting/detaching opening". 

In the amendment of claim 2, the text "■ ■ -such that the operating section of the 
operating section is substantially flush with an upper surface of the housing" has been 
amended to • - such that the operating section is substantially flush with an upper 
surface of the housing". 

In the first half amendment of claim 1 , the direction of the punch when the 
inserting/detaching opening of the punch auxiliary tool inserts and detaches the punch is 
specified. The direction of the punch when the inserting/detaching opening inserts and 
detaches the punch is shown in Fig. 1, Fig. 2, Fig. 5, Fig. 10, Fig. 11, and Fig. 13, 
respectively. Like this, the direction of the punch limited by this amendment is just 
limited to the feature included in the drawings of the application, so that it does not 
correspond to new matter. In addition, with the amendment, the gist of scope of claims 
is not changed or extended. 

(This paragraph can not be translated, since the last half amendment of claim 1 
is not reflected in English, since it is the problem of Japanese expression. Substantial 
contents of claim 1 are not changed at all.) 

Further, in the amendment of claim 2, the phrase "the operating section of the 
operating section" has been amended to "the operating section", and this amendment 
corresponds to the correction of the clerical error. In addition, with the amendment, the 
gist of scope of claims is not changed or extended. 



